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Following the “To Safeguard Endangeréd Species and Foster a Spirit of
Universal Love” open lesson on endangered species, students reviewed
extended reading materials on the exotic pet trade. These resources helped them
understand how human actions — such as poaching and habitat destruction —
can drive animals to the brink of extinction, reinforcing the idea that ecological
security is an essential part of national security.

The following is an excellent reflection from our student after her extended
reading:

S5 Mavis Ho

You might be familiar with the playful moments with a puppy, the tranquility of
reading a book in your comfy chair with a ragdoll cat resting on your lap, or the
stress relief when a little hamster runs on the wheel in a silly manner. However,
certain “exotic” animals are not supposed to be kept as pets, such as Romer’s
tree frogs, African grey parrots, and Asian box turtles. Driven by profit, the exotic
pet trade causes excessive poaching and destroyed natural habitats through
exploiting natural resources, such as wood, gum, and aquatic resources. However,
this could negatively affect national safety by not just ignoring biodiversity and
destroying natural areas, but also worsening the already existing environmental
problems. These include desertification caused by the loss of vegetation, and
a polluted environment caused by the development of natural areas. It even
could ruin a country’s reputation when the general public finds out they give up
everything for modern development, which greatly highlights that environmental
protection is not just ensuring living place and food resources, but even protecting
the entire country’s reputation globally.

As a student who is aware of the deterioration of our environment and the
infuriating illegal poaching of wild animals which strips them from their supposed
homeland and confines them to what we deemed to be the best for them, | believe
we should take action. To cut down on the illegal pet trades which lead to more
frequent illegal poaching and the loss of our beautiful nature, we should ensure
we know the origins of what we are purchasing when wanting a pet and ensure
they do not originate from poaching, which can cut down the income of illegal

pet trade merchants. This could deter them from doing it once again as they no

longer receive any profit from it, effectively cutting down such behavior. Q
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S3 Amra Khan

A team of our S3 students took part in the "Readmarkables" competition at Ocean Park in
March. The event was a scavenger hunt where we solved puzzles around the park to collect
letters. For the final mission, we had to arrange those letters into animal names. Thanks to
teamwork and quick thinking, our school emerged as the winner. It was a rewarding experience
for everyone involved.

—SCITNCE

"The READmarkables" Outdoor Reading Challenge Day at Ocean Park

Students’ reflections

An Interview with
a Local Scientist — Dr. PUN, Jason Chun Shin

(Principal Lecturer, Department of Physics, Faculty of
~» Science, The University of Hong Kong)

S3 Elly Hung
Miki Kwan
Rhea Lau
Kate Pang
Janice Wong

Dr Pun’s journey into physics began not with a sudden revelation, but through
a quiet, persistent curiosity nurtured since his youth. He lacked a specific
mentor to inspire his pursuit of Physics, particularly as no one in his family
had a background in science. During his childhood leisure time, he loved
reading books, especially science books, to understand the logical reasoning
of how things work in the world. This habit has laid a solid foundation for him to
become a renowned physicist in Hong Kong. Many people might have assumed
that to become a physicist, one would need some kind of special mindset, a
family with a robust science background, or even many connections to open
doors for such a path. Yet, Pun’s personal story reveals a different truth. His
passion for Physics did not arrive with his pedigree, but rather started with
science books. During the interview, Pun shared several of his childhood books
with us, including one for which he had handmade a protective cover. While
seemingly minor, this attention to detail demonstrates his meticulousness and
reverence for knowledge that would later define his career in science. Pun
harbors a fervent enthusiasm for extensive reading, showing that knowledge
from textbooks alone is insufficient to meet the challenges of pursuing one
of our careers in medicine. With rapid technological advancements and
increasing information, it is essential for us to read beyond the syllabus in
) our spare time, as Pun did in his youth, to strive for knowledge and aspire to
._excellence.
o,

Student participants

Principal Law and the
teacher advisor, Mr Chu,
congratulating the team on
their reading achievements

| felt nervous at the start, especially with
other schools racing alongside us. However,
as we solved each puzzle, my confidence
grew. When we finally formed the animal
names and heard that our school had
won, | felt a rush of joy and pride. It was a
rewarding experience | won't forget.

~\
The READmarkables is an amazing, spectacular,

and fantastic interactive learning experience. It
was both entertaining and rewarding. Through

this activity, | have learnt more about the animals
at Ocean Park and the importance of conserving
them and keeping them from going extinct. )

Bridging Science and Stories:

Sy

Book Signing with Professor Yuen Kwok-yung

At a recent chemistry-themed talk on “From Clinical Practice to
Scientific Research,” students
were particularly drawn to
the book signing session for
Professor Yuen Kwok-yung’s
autobiography. The occasion
brought readers and authors
together, transforming an
academic talk into a meaningful
and memorable literary

Q(perience. — g
O

The competition at Ocean Park was
an absolute blast. | had tons of fun
solving all the puzzles and learning
more about wildlife. | learnt that no
matter what, collaboration is the
catalyst for innovation.

The READmarkables was by far the most
exciting and interactive outdoor learning
experience. With puzzles that tested our
knowledge of different species of animals
. | like sharks, | learned more about wildlife
and acknowledged the importance of
kconserving these animals.

~\
At first, when | joined the READmarkables, |
was almost certain that we were going to lose,
but surprisingly, the activities were extremely
enjoyable and entertaining. From this event, I've
learnt more information about different species,
including both land and marine creatures, as
well as the importance of protecting animals. y

N

The competition was a fun and
challenging experience. It challenged
students to work together as a team while
also teaching us that learning was not
only limited to sitting still in a classroom.
Learning could be fun and engaging.The
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activity was truly an amazing experience. )
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Book Repo

S1 Audrey Chan
Book Title:

Matilda

Author: Roald Dahl
Publisher: Puffin Books

The, “Poket - Lione,, Digita| Tublet
Ly

If | could send a gift to a character,
| would give the "Pocket-Library"
digital tablet to Matilda. | chose
this gift because Matilda loves
to read, but her parents are very
mean and often destroy her library
books. She also has to walk a long
way to the library just to enjoy a
story. This tablet features a stealth-
mode screen that hides what
she is reading, making it look like
schoolwork to her parents. It is also
solar-powered, so she doesn’t need
to ask her father for batteries or a
charging plug. | believe this would
give Matilda the freedom to read
any book she wants at any time,
keeping her brilliant mind safe.

S1 Cherry Chan

Book Title: Rosa Parks
Author: Kitson Jazynka
Publisher: National Geographic

S3 Katie Leung

Book Title:

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup
Author: Sharon Creech
Publisher: HarperCollins

If I could send a gift to a character, |
would give a magical communication
locket to Rosie in Granny Torrelli
Makes Soup. This polished silver
locket opens to reveal two tiny
screens. One screen shows a
live video of Granny Torrelli in her
kitchen, allowing Rosie to see her
whenever she misses her. The other
screen acts as a magical recipe
translator, displaying Granny’s
famous soup recipes and translating
the Italian words and phrases
Granny uses. Since Rosie often
feels distant and misunderstands
Granny’s wise ltalian sayings, this
locket will keep them connected
even when they’re not together. It
truly is the perfect gift for Rosie.

Hello Rosa Parks. Welcome to our programme, Hall of

Fame.

Rosa Parks: Hello Cherry! Happy to be here.

You loved sewing—did you make any fun ‘equal rights' quilts?

Rosa Parks: No, but my quilts meant we were all connected.
What made you refuse to move seats?

Rosa Parks: | was tired of unfair treatment. | deserved a seat.
What advice from your grandmother helped you?

Rosa Parks: "Keep your dignity."
The boycott was hard — did you ever give up?

Rosa Parks: Rainy days were very tough, but we didn't give up.
What is your message for our friends?

Rosa Parks: One person can make a change.
Thank you for joining us.

Rosa Parks: Thank you, too.

S4 HANNAH MARTINEZ DRUMMOND

Book Title: Animal Farm
Author: George Orwell

Published in 1945, George Orwell’s Animal Farm is a short but powerful
novel. It tells the story of a group of farm animals who overthrow their
human owner, Mr. Jones, to establish a society where animals are
equal.

The novel's main message is a devastating critique of
how idealistic revolutions can turn corrupt. The pigs,
who are the most intelligent animals in the story,
manipulate language to justify their power-hungry
urges, ultimately betraying the revolution’s
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Message to the author

S1 Katrina Fok
Book Title:

The Moon in the Stars
Dear Mr. Goddin,

I've just finished reading your book, The Moon in the Stars. | found the
book very easy to understand.

| think it is a very touching story. It focuses on courage, resilience, and
the effort to find light during tough times. | was especially impressed by
how you show the characters' inner strength and how they face their
challenges. This book is adventurous and makes me think deeply, leaving
me with a strong sense of peace after finishing it.

In conclusion, it is a very meaningful book. | will definitely recommend it to
my family and friends. Thank you for sharing a wonderful story with me.

Best regards,
Katrina

Author: Philippe Goddin
Publisher: Last Gasp,U.S.

S1 Gloria Chan

Book Title:

The Wizard of Oz
Author: L. Frank Baum
Publisher: Penguin Books

| like this part because Dorothy needs
to go to the Emerald City to find a way
back home. On the way, she meets the
Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Lion.
She also encounters many difficulties,
but she faces them bravely. Therefore, |
think her journey is very meaningful.

S1 Vicky Kan

Book Title:

Grimms’ Fairy Tales

Author: Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
Publisher: Puffin Books

| like this part so much because |
believe the son’s noble character—his
willingness to rescue his father despite
knowing the hardships—is something
we should all learn from. It also teaches
us that crying is useless; only by
seeking solutions and taking action can
we truly solve problems.

S1 Kitty Wan

Book Title:
Charlotte’s Web
Author: E.B. White
Publisher: HarperCollins

| love this part of Charlotte’s Web the
most because it shows true friendship.
Charlotte uses her wisdom to keep her
promise to save Wilbur, making him feel
safe. It teaches me that a true friend
always helps us when we're in trouble,
which deeply touches me.

original ideals and everyone else.

The novel was written as a satire based on the Russian Revolution of

1917 and the rise of the dictator Joseph Stalin. It exposes the hypocrisy

of Stalin’s regime while illustrating how power corrupts. Its portrayal of the

manipulation of truth and collective vulnerability resonates far beyond its
historical context.

The book was a very insightful read—thought-provoking,
funny, and profound by turns—and each aspect
) educated me in a different way. | came to
¥ L understand the foreshadowing within the story, and
the simplification of a major event like the Russian
Revolution helped open my mind to what the

world was like before | was born.
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